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HSDC ‘18
New for 2018: Advanced Competition Group Entries
Every year, the HSDC Committee works to make the competition exciting and fun for everyone.
In past years we have introduced the beginner competition to open to the competition to students
of all skill levels. This year, we are expanding the competition again to allow individual and
group entries to the advanced competition. The beginner competition will remain an individual
competition.
We realize that sometimes our advanced competition can be a challenge, especially when working
alone. We also realize that designing buildings is never a solitary task, and it takes many minds
and many more hands to bring a project to fruition. Group entries will be judged separately from
individual entries, with prizes to be split evenly among team members. For more information, see
the advanced competition section of this program.
The beginner competition remains an individual competition. It will be a chance for students to
learn about plans, sections, and elevations, as well as explore architecture by solving programmatic
problems with creativity and ingenuity. This competition program is designed to be challenging and
fun, and it asks students to explore design by defining space and creating distinct landmarks in our
urban fabric.
The advanced program will be on par with the difficulty from previous competitions and will ask
students to delve deeper into the realm of architecture and solve complex problems regarding site
and programmatic adjacencies. While we are looking for a pragmatic solution to the challenge,
the judges will also be looking for good design, attention to details and, of course, creativity. The
students entering this competition will have to defend their choices by telling a solid story about
what lead them to those decisions.
Now, which competition will you choose to enter? That decision is up to you, your parents and your
teachers. The two competitions offer very different experiences, and you should decide based on
your skill level and knowledge of drafting and design tools. While the decision is up to you which
competition you want to participate in, we ask that you be considerate and enter the competition
you truly feel you are qualified for, and don’t be afraid to challenge yourself by entering the HSDC.
Thank you,
The HSDC ‘18 Committee
Jonathan Gould, AIA (Chair)
Aaron Albrecht, AIA
Missy Bower
William Carpenter, FAIA, PhD
Ryan Cavanaugh, AIA
Rob Craig, AIA
Ian Hunter, AIA

Anya Khalo, AIA
Adam Lamb, AIA
Andy Martin, AIA
Eric Moritz, Assoc. AIA
Shelby Morris, AIA
Adam Parrish, AIA
Kirsten Reed, AIA

Rich Reed, Assoc. AIA
Ian Reeves, AIA
Nata Saslafsky, Assoc. AIA
David Southerland
Trevor Walker, AIA
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HSDC ‘18
HSDC Kickoff Meeting and Information Session
January 20, 2018 | Time and Location TBA
Students, Parents and Teachers are All Encouraged to Attend

Ever wondered what a site diagram is? Or what is the best way to do program analysis? Or how
to get your awesome ideas out of your head and onto paper or a computer screen? Come and ask
local Atlanta architects and designers at the HSDC kickoff meeting!
The HSDC Committee is hosting a kickoff meeting for HSDC ‘18 on Saturday, January 20. At the
kickoff meeting, we will walk through both competition levels, answer questions and help students
get their ideas off the ground. Atlanta-area architects and designers will be on hand to guide
students through the first stages of the design process and help students, parents and teachers
plan the best way to tackle the competition.
At the meeting, we will break into three groups: beginner level; advanced level; and parents and
teachers. The student groups will walk through the competition brief and the group leaders will
break down each component of the competition. Students will learn more about the site, program
and the analysis the judges will be looking for in the final submissions. We will also cover the basics
of presentation and layout, including strategies for organizing your boards and simplifying the story
you want to tell.
Parents and teachers will have an open discussion about the best ways to support and advise your
students. We will go over many of the resources available for free online and through AIA. We
will walk through strategies for staying on schedule and completing the competition. Architects
and AIA representatives will gladly answer questions and take your advice on how to make this
competition fun and competitive in future years. This will be your chance to give the committee
feedback, and our chance to share advice and help your classroom and students achieve success.
The kickoff meeting is not required to enter the competition, but it is our way of supporting the
community and we strongly encourage all students thinking of entering to attend. This is also a
great way for students interested in architecture to meet and learn from local architects and get a
small glimpse into the profession.
The kickoff meeting will be held at an Atlanta architecture firm, with additional details to be
announced in early January. Check www.aiaatl.org/hsdc for updates.
We hope to see you there!
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Basic Information
Both the beginner and advanced competitions are open to Georgia high school students in grades
9-12. We ask that you enter the level you feel best qualified for. The beginner level is designed for
students in grades 9 and 10 grade with no or very little architectural background. The advanced
level is designed for grades 11 and 12, and those who have experience with design. Our goal of is to
engage high school students in the design process and present a realm of career options.

Registration Process
Registration must be completed online on AIA Atlanta’s website at www.aiaatl.org/hsdc. The
deadline to register is February 23, 2018, by 5:00 p.m. Registration is free for all.

Submission Deadlines and Procedures
All submissions must be received—not postmarked—by March 30, 2018, by 4:00 p.m.; late
submissions will not be accepted. Submissions must be picked up at the awards ceremony in April,
or will be discarded. Regrettably, we cannot return submissions by mail or other means.
Refer to the See the competition briefs for submission requirements.
Mail or hand-deliver submission packages to:
Attn: Missy Bower
AIA Atlanta
50 Hurt Plaza, Suite 109
Atlanta, GA 30303
Questions?
(404) 222-0099 ext 103
missy@aiaatl.org

Judging and Jurors
Judging takes place in April 2018. Finalists will be notified by telephone or email and awards will
be presented at a reception/lecture to be held after the judging. More information on the jury
process and award ceremony will follow in February.
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HSDC ‘18
BEGINNER PROGRAM

BICYCLE PARKING SHELTER

Bike Hanger Vertical Storage - Concept
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Beginner Program
Bicycle Parking Shelter

Evaluation
Creativity and imagination are the major considerations you should give this project. Evaluation of
the final projects will be based on the following:
• Creativity and ingenuity of the solution
• Practicality of solution
• Understanding of the three basics drawing types: plan, section and elevation
• Consideration to site and elements
• Quality of drawings and presentation materials
• Completeness of submission drawings

Awards
AIA Atlanta will recognize first, second and third place entries, along with honorable mentions, at
the award ceremony in April 2018. The winners will receive a special honor from AIA Atlanta as
well as tickets to Six Flags Over Georgia. Teachers of winners will also be recognized.

Submission and Presentation
Student submissions should be presented on a maximum of two boards sized 20” x 30” each.
Portrait or landscape orientation is acceptable, but boards should follow the same orientation.
The minimum presentation drawings include:
• Site plan showing the site and surrounding context at 1/8” = 1’ scale
• Floor plan(s) at 1/4” = 1’-0” scale for each level
• 1 Elevation at 1/4” = 1’-0” scale, minimum
• 1 section at 1/4” = 1’-0” scale, minimum
• 2 exterior perspectives (consider how material and interaction could be shown in images)
• Design process images: sketches, concept development ideas, photos of study models
• Paragraph describing the student's project and design concept (max 300 words), typed (or
hand lettered) and attached to the board as part of the presentation
All drawings can be either computer generated or hand drawn – in fact, it is strongly recommended
that the students us both mediums to explore their concepts. Hand drawing is a great way to
explore ideas fast and begin to understand special relationships, while computer modeling is really
good at refining concepts and making them plausible.
These are the minimum requirements, but if you need more documents to support your project,
feel free to provide them. Consider the additional resources provided in starting to lay out drawings
into a presentation. Information from study models and process is also encouraged.
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Let’s Get Rolling
Due to the recent completion of Mercedes-Benz Stadium, the Georgia Dome has been demolished
to make way for new growth in downtown Atlanta. The advanced high school design competition is
tasked with designing a new multi-story public recreation center to replace the Georgia Dome. It
is expected that the new stadium will attract millions of people to this area of downtown each year.
As the city continues to grow, alternative forms of transportation are needed to relieve the city’s
infamous traffic problems. Your task for the HSDC is to create an iconic and inviting bike storage
facility for people that commute by bike to the area.

Site: The Former Georgia Dome
The location of the now former Georgia Dome site will be the site used for both beginner and
advanced competition programs this year. The majority of the site will be allocated to the advanced
competition for their program needs. The southwest corner of the site will be allocated for the
beginner bike facility. Pay special attention to where bicyclists and pedestrians enter the site and
use that knowledge to help shape and create the layout of your bike facility design.
PDF and CAD files will be available for download from aiaatl.org/hsdc that will provide the exact
location and boundaries of the site.
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Program: Bicycle Parking Shelter
In a car-centric world, bike storage facilities are intended to make commuting by bike an easier
and more attractive alternative than simply parking your bike at a metal bike rack like you did in
elementary school. Commuting by bike requires a safe place to store a bike to protect from the
elements and from other hazards. These facilities promote fun and fitness as a part of everyday
life rather than another task to be added to your daily to-do list. Designers of these facilities need
to consider ease of access and should encourage sustainability through form and use of materials.
Furthermore, the overall aesthetic of the design should inspire people to commute by bike who
have previously given only passing thoughts to the idea.

Breakdown
Your design should include:
• Unattended indoor bike storage for 40 personally owned bikes
• Outdoor (covered or uncovered) storage for 20 personally owned bikes
• Space for 2 Atlanta bike share racks accommodating 10 bikes each
• Visit www.relaybikeshare.com for more information on Atlanta’s bike share program
• 2 unisex restrooms – 64 square feet each
• 300 square feet of retail space – place to purchase snacks and drinks for refueling
• 200-250 square feet for bike maintenance/repair station
• 1 drinking fountain
• Outdoor public space – unlimited size, but must remain within the site boundary
• This can be a plaza, seating area, or other defined use

sykkel hotell - Lillestrøm, Norway
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Bicycle Parking Shelter

bicycle haüs - Scottsdale, AZ

The Bike Hub - Denver, CO
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Bike Shelter - Glasgow, UK

George House Cycle Shelter - Glasgow, UK
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ADVANCED PROGRAM

COMMUNITY ATHLETICS AND
WELLNESS CENTER

Auburn University Campus Recreation Center - Auburn, AL
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Individual and Group Entries
This year, HSDC is accepting group entries! Individual and group entries are judged separately.
Groups can be 2-4 people, with prizes to be split evenly among all members of the group.
Individual entries and classes are still encouraged to share ideas and common work, like
precedent, program, and site research.

Evaluation
The advanced program will be will be judged using similar criteria as the beginner program, but
with higher expectations of thought and consideration about your decisions. Criteria is as follows:
• Practicality of solution
• The clarity of the presentation and defense of the choices you have made
• Through supporting drawings, diagrams or written descriptions
• Quality of drawings and presentation materials
• Completeness of submission drawings

Awards
The following prizes are awarded in the form of a scholarship to the college of the winner’s choice:
Individual Entry
First Prize:
$1,200
Second Prize: $750
Third Prize:
$500

Group Entry (Split Between Group Members)
First Prize:
$1,200
Second Prize: $750
Third Prize:
$500

Honorable mentions will be awarded at the jury’s discretion. The winners will be announced and
their work will be presented at an AIA event, which will include a talk from a local architect and a
reception.

Presentation and Submission
Submissions must be presented on a minimum of three boards, with a maximum of four, sized
30” x 20” each. Portrait or landscape orientation is accepted, but boards must follow the same
orientation.
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE CLEARLY LABELED “INDIVIDUAL” OR “GROUP” ON THE FRONT
TOP LEFT-HAND CORNER OF ALL BOARDS.
The minimum presentation drawings include:
• Site analysis diagrams showing why you chose your site
• Site plan showing the site and surrounding context (just showing the site boundary is
strongly discouraged) – scale will vary depending on site
• Floor plans for each level, at least 1/16” = 1’-0” scale
• Building elevations, match floor plan scale
• 2 sections, match floor plan scale
• Building perspectives (2 minimum)
• Design process images: sketches, concept development ideas
• Paragraph describing the student’s project and design concept (max 300 words), typed
and attached to the board as part of the presentation
These are the minimum requirement; more documents can be provided if needed.
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Advanced Program
Community Athletics
and Wellness Center

Program
Imagine an athletic center; a complex of Olympic proportion. Providing a host of sporting, training
and gaming opportunities wrapped in massively inspiring architecture. A place where dozens of
teams, outreach organizations and coaches marshal through youth leagues and development
camps for the region’s next generations of athletes and leaders. Where neighborhood clubs and
small groups of adolescent and teen athletes can partake in professional-grade fields, equipment
and - most of all - life changing athletic experiences. Where regional tournaments are hosting for
teams hundreds of miles away.
Traditional gyms, athletic fields and sports complexes are large, sprawling footprints dedicated to
one or two sports. In a dense urban setting, where space is at a premium, designers and planners
are faced with the challenge of finding enough open space for these types of sports complexes.
The question we pose to you: if you can’t build out, why not build up? Your task for HSDC ‘18, is to
re-envision the athletic center as a vertical tower, challenging the traditional layout of large, single
story facilities, and questioning what is needed in an athletic complex. One of the opportunities is
to have ideas about connectivity with the public and relationships of spaces to each other within
the space. How does the building present itself to the public, and does a different side have a
different identity?
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Program Breakdown and Considerations
Students are required to provide designs that incorporate the required program listed below.
They are also encouraged to provide an additional 5,000 square feet of alternative programming
that either they suggest, or select from the sample optional program elements section. Note: For
standard athletic field sizes and design guidelines, please refer to the link below for specification
and keep in mind overhead clearance, not just footprint, required. Please utilize all standard high
school regulation court and field sizes.
http://www.athleticbusiness.com/images/pdf/314%20Spec%20Guide_web_high.pdf

Required Exterior Playing Fields - Not Required to be Ground Level
Element

Single Field /
Court Dimension

Quantity

Square Footage

Football / Soccer

175 feet x 400 feet

1

N/A

Field Hockey /
Lacrosse

60 yards x 100 yards

1

N/A

Baseball

310 foot radius 90 feet between bases

2

N/A

Softball

225 foot radius 60 feet between bases

2

N/A

*Field/court dimensions provided are high school regulation size

Required Indoor Courts
Multiple games can be played in the same space at different times. A volleyball tournament can
take place in the same space that a championship basketball game is held. We have provided you
with square footages for a multi-court layout.
Element

Single Field /
Court Dimension

Quantity

Square Footage

Multi-Game Courts

Basketball - 50 feet x 74 feet
Volleyball - 30 feet x 60 feet
Tennis - 60 feet x 47 feet
Badminton/Handball/etc.

4

N/A

Soccer (Indoor)

30 feet x 180 feet

2

N/A

Tennis

78 feet x 36 feet

4

N/A

Basketball - College

94 feet x 60 feet

1

N/A

*Field/court dimensions provided are high school regulation size
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Additional Required Program
Quantity

Square Footage

Running Track

Element

1/4 mile minimum length with 100
meter dash straightaway

Notes

1

N/A

Weight Room

Free Weights and Resistance

1

4,000 SF

1

4,000 SF

Cardio/Aerobics Room Open space for classes
Check-In & Lobby

Entry, waiting, team check-in, etc.

Cafe’

Place for healthy eating with kitchen in
back and seating area

1

1,000 SF kitchen
3,000 SF seating

Equipment Rental,
Repair and Storage

Transaction counter with equipment
storage in back

1

5,000 SF

Locker Rooms

Toilets, lavatories, showers, lockers
for players and users of the space. 15
lockers per room.

2 Men
2 Women

5,000 SF each

Restrooms

For visitors, spectators, diners, etc.

2 Men
2 Women

1,000 SF each

Laundry

Commercial washer/dryer and folding

1

1,500 SF

Directors Office

Adjacent to other offices

1

250 SF

Offices

Adjacent to Directors Office

2-3

150 SF each

Facilities Management

3 offices around a common workshop

1

2,500 SF

Storage

Equipment, janitors, food, seating etc.
separated and distributed throughout
the space

4 min.

3,000 SF total

1 min.

2,000 SF total

1

750 SF

Varies

Varies

Mechanical / Electrical Rooms needed to power and condition
the building
Loading / Receiving

Service entrance with loading docks,
shipping and pickup

Vertical Transportation Stairs, elevators, escalators, etc.

1,000 SF min.

Optional Program - Provide a minimum of 5,000 square feet of additional program from the list
below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

E-sports
Golf
Hand Ball
Ice Hockey Rink
Racquetball Courts
Rock Climbing
Skateboarding Half-pipe/Indoor Park
Squash Courts
Trampoline Room
Wrestling Room
Yoga or Dance Studio

The program space can be anything from the above list or something else of your choice.
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Vertical Gym Chacao by UrbanThinkTank

San Wayao Community Sports Center / CSWADI
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SH2-Sundbyoster Hall II / Dorte Mandrup Arkitekter

Gymnase Jean Gachet / LINK - Chazalon Glairoux Lafond - architectes associés

18

HSDC ‘18

Advanced Program
Community Athletics
and Wellness Center

Other Considerations
Light and Daylighting
Light is important to any inhabited space, but can cause large areas of glare, which can be a
deterrent for indoor playing fields. Are there ways of providing natural light in the space, without
compromising a player’s ability to see on the field? What are the best ways and locations to use
natural daylighting? Furthermore, consider what is the importance of light? What does natural
light provide a user? Consider orientation of the fields to morning and evening sun.

Adjacencies and Mixed Uses
What is the best location for a diving pool or a rock climbing wall? Are there ways in which you can
combine or overlap spaces and functions to serve multiple purposes? How will an individual move
from one space to another? How does this differ if that individual is now with his or her team?
Where will parents view games and matches? Are there multiple locations and vantage points
where they can observe a game? Feel free to get creative with how you organize your spaces, but
remember to back them up with strong reasoning and precedence.

Site Adjacencies
This year’s site is located at the former Georgia Dome, and future location of the Home Depot
Back-yard Tailgating area for the new Mercedes-Benz Stadium. Consider how this building will
interact with the future green space - is there opportunity for overlap? Also consider how your
building will interact with the stadium, the Georgia World Conference Center, and Phillips Arena.
Are there different entrances for different users? How do you arrive to the site and enter and park?
Scale is an important part of these adjacencies. It is important the form and mass of the design to
have a relationship with the surrounding buildings.

Wellness/Mindfulness
Health isn’t just about a physically fit body. A well-rounded approach to health includes lifestyle,
wellness and mindfulness. How do these connect to the rest of the program and how can the
building reinforce these ideas? How should an environment be designed to encourage wellness
and a healthy lifestyle?

Bike Pavilion
This year’s beginner’s challenge is to design a bike pavilion, that will be situation on the same site
as your Athletic Complex. The bike pavilion is approximately 2,000 square feet total, and is located
Southwest of the site. Consider how your Athletic Complex will interact with the Bike Pavilion, and
vice-versa.

19

HSDC ‘18

Advanced Program
Community Athletics
and Wellness Center

Site
This year’s competition site is situated in Downtown Atlanta, at the location of the former Georgia
Dome. The Georgia Dome is nestled between the Georgia World Congress Center, the MercedesBenz stadium, downtown Atlanta to the east and a sweeping series of historic neighborhoods
to the west, the site is poised to reinvent what athletics mean to local and regional groups and
to create new, meaningful pathways to connect professional athletic organizations directly with
aspiring grassroots community groups, and providing the perfect opportunity for a new urban
athletic training complex, youth development programs, and tournament center.

Site History
Downtown Atlanta, is the largest of the three main commercial districts in the city, and is home
to numerous government and business headquarters. Downtown Atlanta is also the location of
many tourist attractions, including the Georgia Aquarium, Centennial Olympic Park, and multiple
sporting venues like the Falcons’ Stadium. The downtown was originally founded because it was
the major intersection of rail lines across the country where people and business gathered.
The city of Atlanta and the downtown district, were founded in the 1820s, as a result of
transportation developments on the railroad. “Terminus” represented the end of the rail line, and
was one of the first names for Atlanta. The name “Atlanticus-Pacificus” or “Atlanta” for short, was
later adopted in 1847.
Downtown has been the home to professional Atlanta sports since 1965, when the Braves
relocated from Milwaukee. A year later, the NFL awarded the Falcons to the city, and the Atlanta
Hawks joined the line-up in 1968. New stadiums and arenas were built to house these new
sporting teams. The Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium began construction in 1965, as home for the
Atlanta Braves. Omni Coliseum opened in 1972 as the basketball arena, but was later demolished
due to unprecedented deterioration. Philip’s Arena was built on the original site of The Omni, and
opened in 1999. The Georgia Dome opened in 1992 as the new home for the Falcons. The Dome
achieved its iconic skyline silhouette largely due to its 746’ x 607’ Teflon coated fiberglass fabric
“dome” and, until 1999, boasted the title of the largest fabric structure of its kinds in the world.
In 1996, the city of Atlanta hosted the 26th Olympic Games. Known as the Centennial Olympic
Games, Atlanta was the fifth U.S. city to host an Olympic Game, and the third to host the summer
games. The Georgia Dome, Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium, Georgia World Congress Center, and
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center are among the numerous locations to host various sporting events.
Centennial Olympic Park was developed for the Games, encouraging the development of the
downtown tourist center, and becoming a lasting memorial of the Games for the city.
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Connectivity
The athletic complex is situated among major street intersections. It is bordered by Northside
Drive on the west and is the edge of several historic neighborhoods. The new facility is an
opportunity to connect and engage local residents to downtown and provide community
resources unparalleled in the city. The east side of the site is border by Andrew Young international
Boulevard. This road wraps Georgia international Plaza and sits sixty feet above Northside Drive
on the west. Andrew Young is over a large parking deck that can be sued for the site and is the
connection point to Centennial Olympic park, downtown, and the Streetcar. The Georgia World
Congress Center is on the north and hosts guests from around the world for conferences and
events. Think how a sport conventions could tie the two together. To the south, lies the new
Mercedes-Benz Stadium. This new, state of the art facility may be the goal for some who practice
and train here. This space could also help to handle overflow events and support the Home Depot
tailgating area to the West. How does this building engage and interact with these areas on peak
hours and non-peak hours?
The site is located on the Blue/Green MARTA lines, between Vine City Station and Philips Arena.
Both are an easy walking distance to the site. There is also a large parking facility under Georgia
International Plaza. Consider modes of transportation to the site and what the arrival sequence is
for visitors, parents, spectators, etc.

Site Photos and Location

http://mercedesbenzstadium.
com/stadium-maps/
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HSSDC 2018 ADVANCED PROGRAM PACKAGE
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Site Analysis
Site analysis is one of the most important parts of any project, and can make a big influence on
your final design! So, what is site analysis and how do I go about it?
First, site analysis is a way of looking at the site and finding relationships between your site (the
boundary line that your building must fit into) and the surrounding areas. Common relationships to
explore include the following:
• Site Access – How do people arrive at the site (where is the front entrance)? How to people
leave (where is the exit)? What modes of transportation are they taking (walking, biking,
driving, bus…)?
• Views – What can be seen from the site (internal)? Are there any views that should be
highlighted? What can my building be seen from (external)? Where will my building’s focal
points should be facing?
• Environmental – Does my site get lots of sun? Rain? Snow? Wind? Are there lots of trees?
Animals? Birds? How does my building respond to the environment?
• Other Considerations for site:
• Density of surrounding areas
• Population demographics
• Styles and materials of surrounding buildings
• Uses of surrounding buildings (public vs. private)
• Historic uses for the site and area
To begin exploring these ideas, start by diagramming the site. A diagram is a type of drawing
used to communicate information. The drawings above highlighting the sites, streets and BeltLine
locations are all considered diagrams. We suggest starting with a map of the site and surrounding
areas and drawing lines to represent access points, or views, or solar angles, or whatever else you
think will influence your project. You might find by doing this that the views are boring from your
site and are actually not important to your building, or you might find the exact opposite. This
part is all about exploring ideas and building a case to support the decisions you will make when
designing your building.
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Design Process
This competition is a schematic design competition, looking to hone your design skills and
get you thinking conceptually about architecture and design. But what does schematic
mean?
The schematic design phase is the first phase of any architecture project, where you
explore ideas, have fun and get messy. We are looking for creative solutions to the problem
that are plausible and engaging. That does not mean you have to have all of the details
figured out. Work hard to develop a concept and an idea that drives your project, figure out
how the different parts respond to that concept, and then sell that concept to the jury.
Here are some key things to consider for this level of development:
• Space adjacencies and site layout – how are all of your parts working together to
create a cohesive experience?
• Understanding site constraints, opportunities and connections
• Sizes, shapes and volumes of spaces – interior and exterior
• Massing and form of your project
• Concept – the main idea driving your project. Check out our jury video from last
year’s competition to get a good of idea how concepts can influence your design
• aiaatl.org/outreach
Winning HSDC entries will have a strong concept statement. These design concepts can
range from a general idea of how the building should integrate within its site to an external
concept that is as whimsical as an artistic expression. Design concepts can also be rooted
in exploration of building systems, like structure or sustainability.
As you develop your project and design concept, you should be considering your final
presentation by documenting your sketches and the design changes that occurred
throughout your process. Submissions should include both a written paragraph describing
their project and a series of drawings or images that explains the design process and
concept for the project.
Take some time to put pen to paper and sketch your ideas, and don’t forget to include these
drawings in your final presentation; the jurors love seeing how an idea and concept came to
life and how you explored your concept from the beginning.
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Other Considerations
Universal Design (Accessibility)

One of the major considerations for any project is making it readily accessible and usable by all
persons with disabilities. It is very wise to consider how people will maneuver and enjoy being a
part of your project. Here are a few questions to keep in mind throughout your design process:
• How does one access the different parts of your site?
• Is there elevator access to every level? Is there ramp access? Which type of access best
suits your design?
• Are there parts of your building that are not accessible? Why or why not?
• What cues throughout the project would help a person with a disability navigate around?
These are big questions and big concerns, but do not get too lost in these issues. Take some
time to consider them and show the jury your ideas and your thought process. It doesn’t have to
be perfect, but acknowledging that these issues are real and that you have tried to solve these
challenges will go a long way in the jury’s mind.

Sustainability

Sustainability is one of the key issues that define this generation. When building today, we must
think about tomorrow and the impact we are having on the environment. So, when designing your
project consider how it is positively or negatively impacting the city and its inhabitants. Consider
some of the following aspects of sustainability for your project:
• How much energy does the building use?
• Buildings account for 36% of total energy use in the US and 65% of electricity
consumption!
• How does your building use energy wisely?
• Does your project incorporate renewable energy?
• How does your building address solar heat? Does it use systems to shade, or does it
harvest the energy to heat the building?
• What strategies does your building use to minimize water use? Rain water collection?
Green spaces?

Take some time to consider the potential sustainable features of your project. Perhaps
sustainability could be a driving concept for your design.

Urban Planning and Design

One of the key factors of the site is its proximity to the MARTA rail line, to Centennial Olympic
Park, and of course to Downtown Atlanta. But how does your building connect to these places?
Take a moment to consider some of the following urban design challenges:
• How does your building relate to the ground and the surrounding areas?
• Does your project encourage walking or driving or the use of mass transit? Or does it do all
3? Or 2?
• Where are the visitors coming from and how do they get there? What is the experience like
approaching the building from the street level?
• How does the project encourage smart community growth and interaction?
• Will people enjoy being at your site?
• Urban planning is complicated but it could be a great way to begin to develop your concept,
and it should have some major influence on your design and the decisions that you make.
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